Aeromonas spp. were identified in five (2,7%) of 182 diarrheal stool cultures, A. caviae was predominant, resistant mainly to ampicillin and cephalotin. This is the first study showing the presence of Aeromonas spp.
The diarrheal disease of infectious origin is considered a great epidemic, being registered 1.8 to 2.5 million deaths annually, representing 20% of all deaths among children in developing countries (9) . Several microorganisms may be responsible for these infections, Aeromonas spp. is one of the notorious causative agent of diarrhea, as well as extraintestinal infections such as cellulitis, wound infections, sepsis, urinary tract infections, among others (6, 13, 14, 17, 18) . The gastroenteritis caused by Aeromonas spp. vary from acute watery diarrhea, dysentery-like and bloody to chronic diarrhea, affecting mainly children and elderly, being the severity of the disease directly related to virulence factors of the strain and the immune status of the patient (4, 5, 18) . Belonging to the family Aeromonadacea, Aeromonas spp. are widely distributed in nature, especially in aquatic environment (9) , and are transmitted to humans mainly by water and food contaminated with the bacteria. In Brazil there are few studies on Aeromonas frequency in diarrheal diseases (6, 7, 11, 14, 15) , and the bacteria is not searched in the routine of most of clinical laboratories.
The present study aimed to detect the presence of also the most prevalent species (7, 11, 14) . However our data are in disagreement with those described by Guerra et al. (6) which found a frequency of 6.6% of Aeromonas spp. in Rio Grande do Sul State and A. hydrophila as the most prevalent species. These differences may be due to the kind of sample studied: while ours included only outpatients, those analyzed by Guerra et al. 
